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From the Rector

June arrives with a quiet sense of generosity. The days are long, the evenings stretch gently into golden light, and the world around us seems alive with growth and possibility. Gardens are beginning to bloom in earnest, hedgerows are full, and there is something in the air that encourages us—almost without realising it—to slow down, to notice, and to breathe a little more deeply.
For many, this is also a busy time. Young people are sitting exams, families are juggling commitments, and the pace of life does not always match the calm beauty of the season. There can be pressures, uncertainties, and the familiar sense of “getting through” rather than fully living. Yet June quietly offers us an invitation: not necessarily to do more, but to be more attentive to what is already here.
In the life of the Church, we enter what is often called “Ordinary Time.” It is perhaps an unfortunate phrase, because it can sound dull or uneventful. But in truth, it speaks of something deeply important—the steady, faithful rhythm of life with God. Not every moment is dramatic or extraordinary, but every moment holds the possibility of grace. It is in the ordinary days that faith is lived out most honestly: in patience, in kindness, in perseverance, and in love.
We see this lived out in village life too. Community is not built on grand gestures alone, but on countless small acts of care and connection. A friendly word in passing, checking in on a neighbour, offering help without being asked—these things may seem small, but they are the threads that hold us together. Balcombe is blessed with a strong sense of community, and it is something worth nurturing and protecting.
June also invites us outdoors. Whether it is a walk along familiar paths, time spent in the garden, or simply sitting quietly and listening to the sounds of the natural world, there is something restorative about being present in creation. It can be a place where we rediscover a sense of perspective, where worries loosen their grip, and where we are reminded that we are part of something larger than ourselves.
At the same time, it is important to acknowledge that not everyone experiences this season in the same way. For some, the brightness of summer can feel at odds with personal struggles—illness, grief, loneliness, or uncertainty about the future. If that is your experience, it is worth saying clearly: you are not alone. The Christian faith does not promise a life free from difficulty, but it does speak of a God who is present with us in every season—who walks with us, sustains us, and offers hope even when it is hard to see.
As a church community, we are here for everyone in the village—not only for worship on Sundays, but as a place of welcome, stillness, and support throughout the week. Whether you come with deep faith, quiet curiosity, or simply a need for a moment of peace, you will always find an open door at St Mary’s.
Perhaps this June, we might each take a little time to pause and notice: to notice the beauty around us, the people alongside us, and the opportunities we have to bring a little more kindness into the world. In doing so, we may find that what seems “ordinary” is, in fact, full of quiet wonder.
With every blessing for the month ahead,

Fr David
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