In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today, as we gather on this Fourth Sunday of Easter and prepare for our APCM, we are given a precious moment—not just to reflect on the business of the Church, but to remember the identity and calling of the Church in the light of Easter.

We have heard three readings. Each comes from a different part of Scripture—Gospel, Acts, and Revelation—but they all point to one Shepherd, one hope, one mission.

2. “My Sheep Hear My Voice” – The Church That Listens (John 10:27–30)

In John 10, Jesus says:

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life…”
This is the voice of the Risen Shepherd, the one who has passed through death and now leads His people in life.

In a world full of noise—distraction, distress, and division—Jesus reminds us that discipleship begins with listening. Not with activity, not with strategy, not with business, but with relationship.

“I know them,” He says. “And they follow me.”

As we look at our parish—its ministries, challenges, and opportunities—we must begin here:
Are we listening to His voice?
Are we following Jesus, or just maintaining systems?

The Shepherd’s voice is still calling—through Scripture, through prayer, through worship, through the quiet promptings of the Spirit. Let us be a church that listens before it leads.

3. “Neither Shall Any Man Pluck Them Out of My Hand” – The Church That Trusts

Jesus continues:

“They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”
What a promise. The future of the Church—indeed, your life and mine—rests not in our grip on God, but in His grip on us.

We may feel weary at times. We may feel uncertain about the future—about numbers, finances, or the culture around us. But the risen Jesus says:

“No one can snatch you from my hand.”
That is our security as we gather today. Our church’s story is not a story of survival, but of being held—held through pandemic, through change, through joy, through grief.

Let that shape the tone of our APCM: not fear or frustration, but faithful trust. He holds us still.

4. Tabitha – The Church That Serves (Acts 9:36–43)

Then we meet Tabitha, a disciple in Joppa:

“This woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.”
Here is resurrection life at work—not in preaching or miracles, but in practical love. In garments sewn, in needs met, in quiet service that made an eternal impact.

And when she dies, the community grieves deeply. They show Peter the clothes she made, the love she gave. And in a moment of resurrection power, Peter prays, and Tabitha is raised.

This is a picture of the Church:

· Serving with hands of mercy.

· Grieving with hope.

· Living out the resurrection in daily acts of kindness.

Tabitha’s story is our challenge: What legacy of love are we stitching into the fabric of this parish?

Our APCM is not just an inventory of activity. It’s an invitation to say: How can we be a Tabitha Church? Full of good works, full of compassion, full of resurrection hope?

5. “They Shall Hunger No More” – The Church That Hopes (Revelation 7:9–17)

And then, from listening and serving, we lift our eyes to Revelation 7—a vision of where all of this is headed.

“A great multitude, which no man could number… clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.”
Here we see the global, eternal Church—all nations, all ages, standing before the Lamb. And how did they get there?

“These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
They have passed through suffering. They have endured hardship. But now they are comforted.

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more… for the Lamb… shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
This is the final promise: not just to the saints of old, but to us.
To Tabitha.
To you.
To this parish.

The Shepherd is also the Lamb, who laid down His life and now leads us into everlasting joy.

6. Conclusion: A Church That Listens, Serves, and Hopes

So as we move into our APCM, what does God’s Word ask of us today?

· From John 10: Be a church that listens to the Shepherd’s voice and trusts His care.

· From Acts 9: Be a church that serves faithfully and generously, like Tabitha.

· From Revelation 7: Be a church that hopes in the Shepherd-Lamb who wipes away every tear.

Whatever the past year has held, and whatever the year ahead may bring, let us walk forward knowing:
We are called by His voice,
We are held in His hand,
We are washed in His blood,
And we are bound for His glory.

Closing Prayer:

Risen Shepherd,
You have called us by name, and we are yours.
You hold your Church with hands that still bear the marks of love.
Teach us to listen, to follow, and to serve like Tabitha—
With quiet courage and generous grace.
Lift our eyes to the great multitude who worship you,
And strengthen us with the hope that one day
You will wipe every tear from our eyes.
Bless our meeting, our parish, and our future,
That we may be a people who walk in resurrection life,
To the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

