In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

On this Fifth Sunday of Easter, we are deep in the joy of resurrection—but not a joy that stands still. Easter is not only about what happened at the tomb. It’s about what happens now—in us, among us, and through us.

Today, the lectionary gives us a vision of a Church being stretched beyond its boundaries, a world being renewed by God's promise, and a commandment that redefines everything we thought we knew about love.

This Easter season is about the Church being raised, too. Not only raised from fear, but raised into mission. Not just saved from sin, but sent into love.

All three readings today speak to one great truth: God is doing something new. Something radical. Something that stretches our assumptions and challenges our comfort zones.

But newness is never easy. It means we have to let go—of the old ways of thinking, the old boundaries, the old grudges. And if we’re honest, that can feel more like dying than rising.

But the risen Christ says: “Behold, I am making all things new.” Not some things. Not just spiritual things. All things.

Let’s explore how that unfolds through each of today’s readings.

Acts 11:1–18 – Peter is in trouble with the other apostles.

Not because he preached too long. Not because he misquoted Scripture. But because he ate with Gentiles.
This isn’t just about table manners. For Jewish Christians, table fellowship was bound up with covenant, identity, holiness. To eat with Gentiles was to risk impurity—and to disregard generations of religious tradition.

But Peter tells a story. He had a vision of a sheet full of animals, both clean and unclean. A voice from heaven says, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” Then, the Holy Spirit falls on Cornelius and his household—Gentiles—just as it had on the Jewish believers at Pentecost.

Peter is clear: this wasn’t his idea. It was God’s initiative.

And that changes everything.

It’s not just a matter of hospitality—it’s a theological earthquake. The God of Israel, the Holy One who called a covenant people, is now welcoming Gentiles as they are, not after they become Jewish, not after they clean up—but through grace.

It was controversial then. It still is.

Because God’s grace always exceeds our boundaries.

Who are the Gentiles in our world today?
— The people we think are “outside” until they prove themselves.
— The folks who don’t fit the mold of our traditions.
— The ones we’re uncomfortable sitting next to in church—or maybe don’t even want in the room.

And yet, the Spirit is ahead of us. Still speaking. Still surprising. Still saying, “Do not call unclean what I have made clean.”
Revelation 21:1–6 – Next, we come to Revelation—not a book of doom, but a book of hope.
Too often, we hear Revelation as a forecast of destruction. But here, at the very end, we get a vision of God’s purpose: not to abandon creation, but to renew it.

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… the first things had passed away.”

Notice: the new does not come by escaping the old, but by transforming it.

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them… He will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

God is not pulling us into the clouds. God is coming down to dwell with us. The same God who walked in the garden, who tabernacled in the wilderness, who took flesh in Jesus—this God is making the world God's home.

And God says, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega.”
The beginning and the end.
The Creator and the Redeemer.
The one who starts the story and finishes it with love.

This is our Easter hope. Not that God will start over, but that God will finish what He began—with mercy, justice, healing, and resurrection.

In a world of war and climate crisis, division and despair, we need this word:
God is making all things new.
John 13:31–35 – And now, we come to the words of Jesus - spoken on the night of betrayal.

Judas has just left the room.

And Jesus says: “Now the Son of Man has been glorified.”
How strange. The moment of betrayal becomes the moment of glory.

Why? Because glory, in John’s Gospel, is not found in power, but in love that lays down its life.

Then Jesus turns to his disciples and says:

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you…”

This is not just a command to be nice or polite. It’s a call to a radical, self-giving love. A love that stoops to wash feet. A love that forgives even when denied. A love that embraces the cross for the sake of others.

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples…”

Not by correct doctrine.
Not by a beautiful building.
Not even by passionate worship.
But by love.

Love is the Church’s true apologetic—the living proof that Jesus is risen and reigning.

So what do we take home?

From Acts, we learn that God’s grace reaches farther than we expect—and we must never place limits where God does not.

From Revelation, we see that the world is not forsaken, but being made new—and we are called to live now in the hope of that final renewal.

From John, we are reminded that love is our defining mark—not abstract love, but the kind that costs something. The kind that looks like Jesus.

Let me ask you today:

· Is there someone God is calling you to welcome—someone outside your comfort zone?

· Are there tears that you can help wipe away?

· Are you willing to love as Jesus loved—not only in word, but in deed?

Because this is Easter:
Not only that Christ is risen, but that we are risen to live differently.
To welcome the outsider.
To hope in the midst of brokenness.
And to love in a way that changes the world.

“Behold, I am making all things new.”
Not later. Not someday.
Now. In you. In us.
In the name of the risen Christ. Amen.

