
From the Rector – May 2026

What a joy it has been to celebrate Easter together in our village this past month. After the quiet solemnity of Holy Week, our church was filled with light, flowers, and the sound of voices raised in song: “Alleluia! Christ is risen.” There is something deeply moving about that moment each year—not just a remembrance of an event long ago, but a renewed encounter with the living hope at the heart of our faith. A very big thank you to all who made our celebrations so special, especially to our very talented Flower Ladies and to all those who donated money for lilies in memory of loved ones. Your generosity made sure the floral displays were truly stunning.
Easter speaks into the very fabric of our lives. It reminds us that darkness and sorrow do not have the final word, that even in the midst of uncertainty or loss, new life can break through in ways we might never expect. The empty tomb is not simply a symbol of life after death, but a promise that God is at work here and now—bringing renewal, healing, and transformation in the ordinary places of our lives.
As the Easter season continues, our journey leads us onward to the great feast of Pentecost, which we will celebrate this year on Sunday 24th May. Pentecost is sometimes called the “birthday of the Church,” when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, filling them with courage, joy, and a sense of purpose. It is a reminder that we do not walk the Christian life alone: God’s Spirit is with us, guiding, strengthening, and equipping us to live out our faith in the world.
You would be most warmly welcome to join us for our Pentecost celebrations at church—at 8.00am for Prayer Book Holy Communion, or at 9.30am for our Parish Communion. It is always a joyful and uplifting occasion, and a wonderful opportunity to gather as a community.
Before then, we also look forward to another highlight in our calendar: the Birchanger Open Gardens on 9th May. This much-loved event offers a chance to enjoy the beauty of this gorgeous local garden, spend time with neighbours and friends, and support the life of the church. We are deeply grateful to the Worrall family for their generosity in hosting this event, and to all who contribute to making it such a success year after year. Do come along if you are able—it promises to be a delightful day.
As we move through this season, my prayer is that the joy of Easter may continue to echo in our hearts: in simple acts of kindness, in moments of quiet gratitude, and in the life we share together as a community. May we be open to the gentle work of the Spirit among us, and may we find fresh hope in the promise that God is always making all things new.
With many blessings
Fr David
